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Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent of the 
Waynesville R-VI School District, has 
been named a 2022 Defense Community 
Champion by the Association of Defense 
Communities (ADC) and was presented 
the award on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, in 
Washington, D.C.

“Our district is one of the most heavily 
military impacted school districts in 
the nation and I am so proud to be 
recognized as a champion for our defense 
communities,” Henry said. “It is a privilege 
and honor to serve our families who serve 
our nation.”

Waynesville High School kicked off its inaugural Academic Week activities with a pep 
assembly that included the WHS cheerleaders, Rhythm Nation, JROTC, an upcoming scene 
from the theatre department’s performance of The Addams Family, games and a relay race. 
Patrick Brooks, debate coach and English language arts teacher, was “selected” to be 
the recipient of the pie in the face. Students with a 3.7 grade point average or higher were 
honored along with other academic achievements. More info appears on page 3.

Henry named a Defense Community Champion

WHS launches inaugural Academic Week

Continued on page 2



Henry is one of 10 individuals in the nation to be selected to 
receive this award. Information on all of the award recipients 
is at https://defensecommunities.org/champions/; the portion 
about Dr. Henry is published in its entirety below:

When service members with children pick their next duty 
station, “education is really the number one thing in terms 
of coming to Fort Leonard Wood,” says Dr. Brian Henry, 
superintendent of the Waynesville RVI School District in 
Missouri. “We need to offer attractive facilities, top-notch 
education, and advanced coursework where soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and Marines realize you can come to Mid Missouri and 
take any AP course that you could take in Virginia. To do all 
that, we just have to work together.”

Henry has made working together with the community and 
the installation a hallmark of his eight years with the district. 
He spent three of those years as chair of the Sustainable 
Ozarks Partnership, the support organization for Fort Leonard 
Wood.

The school district, with its Tiger mascot, has 11 schools, 
and 75% of its students are military-connected.

Early into his tenure, Henry teamed up with the community 
on a tough proposition: convincing the community to pass 
a 20-cent tax levy increase, the first in about 60 years. The 
increase was needed to maintain the district’s eligibility for 
B-2 Heavily Impacted Aid from the Department of Defense 
Education Activity.

“I knew it was going to be a heavy lift,” Henry says. “I 
knew it was going to take a great deal of communication. I 

Continued from page 1Henry award
knew that it 
was going 
to take quite 
a bit of 
partnership 
with the 
community.”

The 
Sustainable 
Ozarks 
Partnership, 
the business 
community 
and local 
elected leaders came together to educate the public on the 
investment’s return. Voters approved the increase, which 
Henry says “has been vital for our community the last several 
years.”

Henry also successfully competed for a Defense Community 
Infrastructure Project grant that is helping remodel a local arts 
center to expand its pre-school offerings, reducing a wait list 
for military and civilian families.

Henry knows that when he retires in July, the partnership 
will continue, because it is ingrained in the relationship.

“It’s a kinship we have with the installation and the 
community, and our schools are part of it.”

Or, as the district’s tagline puts it, the area’s schools are 
“Where the Orange and Black Unite with the Red, White and 
Blue.”

The penny war drive at Thayer Elementary resulted in 
$454.22 being raised for Snack in a Pack. Bobbi McQueen’s 
class raised the most, followed by Bruce Kimball’s class. The 
top penny collector who raised the most overall at Thayer was 
Joon Seo.  

The classes and the amounts collected were as follows:
5th grade – Bobbi McQueen = $118.58; 5th grade – Bruce 

Bobbi McQueen’s class (left) raised the 
most. The top penny collector who raised 
the most overall at Thayer was Joon Seo.  

Kimball = $103.33; 1st Grade – Kennedy Beauchamp = 
$80.90; 2nd grade – Kathy Gan = $71.33; 4th grade – Shauna 
Darley = $14.62; 4th grade – Simona Moffet = $16.57; 1st 
grade – Jahsette Lund = $12.99; 2nd grade – Candace Decker 
= $10.98; Kindergarten – Christina Gordon = 9.53; 3rd grade 
– Amy Benson = $7.88; Kindergarten – Theresa Pollman  
=$4.68; and 3rd grade Sara Wilking - $2.83.

Thayer penny drive raises $450+ for Snack in a Pack

https://defensecommunities.org/champions/


Waynesville High School held an Academic Week Award 
Ceremony on March 7 in the WHS gym. Students with grade 
point averages of 3.7 or above were presented with individual 
plaques with their names and the following text, “Waynesville 
High School Academic Week 2022 for outstanding academic 
achievement and excellence. Your hard work does not go 
unnoticed.” The students who were in attendance are pictured 
in the group photo above. The keynote speakers were below 
left, Luge Hardman, an author, a retired teacher and former 
mayor of Waynesville, and Steve Ward, a retired teacher and 
the Waynesville-St. Robert Chamber of Commerce Teacher of 
the Year for 2022, below, second from left, 

The week was made possible by the Academic Week 
Committee, which includes Amber Barkley, Patrick Brooks, 

WHS hosts academic week awards cermony

Tricia Foster, Sarah Luttrell, Krista Madden, Josh Mize, 
Dalton Quick, Nancy Swick, Eric Thornburg and Curtis Wood. 
Additional thanks to the following for helping make Academic 
Week possible: Jonathan Bennion, Stephanie Peace and her 
Tiger Joe staff, Michelle Froehlich, day and night custodial 
staff, the athletic department, Shauna Smith, Justice Miller and 
Desiree Gentle and WHS Cheerleaders, Maria Butler, Charles 
Davis, Thespian Troupe 1669, Col. Charles Williams and the 
JROTC Drill teams, Student Government Association, LeAnne 
Kristek and Rhythm Nation, Connie Feighery, The Art Club, 
WHS staff and students, Anna Perez and her entire staff, Jon 
Dye and culinary arts students, WHS Admin, and many other 
volunteers throughout the week.

WMS students “save the world”

Waynesville Middle School students “saved the world” during their “To Space We Go” project in Sarah Seibert’s science 
class. As part of college and career readiness activities, seventh graders took on the role of a NASA engineer who was 
ordered to leave Earth due to a lack of resources. Students used their knowledge of orbital patterns of planets, the 
International Space Station, and our galaxy and beyond to devise their plan. Students applied their knowledge to guide their 
planning, research and decision of where to go for their new “home” in an effort to save as many lives as possible.



The 2022 SkillsUSA District 
medalists from the Waynesville Career 
Center are:

Written Test: Commercial Baking 
Technical Info – Madeline Butler – 
2nd Place; Computer Networking 
Technical Info – Tanner Uptegrove 
– 1st Place, Emmett Skinner – 2nd 
Place, Alexander Friend – 2nd 
Place, Dacoda Zamiska – 3rd Place; 
Cosmetology Technical Info – 
Briyonna Tyson – 1st Place, Laci 
Denham – 2nd Place, Autumn Cook 
– 3rd Place; Culinary Management 
Technical Info – Ryan Henderson – 
1st Place, Alexis Shea – 2nd Place, 
Maxine Russell – 3rd Place; Diesel 
Equipment Technical Info – Jaydn 
Potts – 1st Place; Nurse Assisting 
Technical Info – Emily Zuber – 1st 
Place, Fernando Rodriguez Lopez 

WCC students bring home medals from SkillsUSA 
– 1st Place; Restaurant Service 
Technical Info – Makayla Michels 
– 1st Place, Fiona Hill – 2nd Place; 
Screen Printing Technical Info – Mina 
Newsome – 1st Place, Kaylee Shelton 
– 2nd Place, Kiersten Tanner – 3rd 
Place; Television Production Technical 
Info – Triston Mentzer – 1st Place, 
Christopher Moore – 2nd Place, Arlyn 
O’Conner – 3rd Place.

Skilled Contest:  Digital Cinema 
Production – Christopher Moore & 
Truman Trower – 1st Place, Damon 
Carter & Triston Mentzer – 2nd 
Place, Brennan Barber & Armonie 
Randolph – 3rd Place; Screen 
Printing – Savannah Blackburn – 1st 
Place, Kiersten Tanner – 3rd Place; 
Computer Programming – Emily 
Espe – 1st Place, Ashley Gross – 
2nd Place, Adam Freed – 3rd Place; 

Internetworking – Shawn Mummert 
– 1st Place, Tanner Uptegrove – 2nd 
Place; First Aid / CPR – Haven Royal 
– 1st Place, Gabrielle Russell – 2nd 
Place, Emily Taylor – 3rd Place; 
HVACR – Ryan Taylor – 2nd Place; 
Commercial Baking – Madeline Butler 
– 1st Place; Customer Service – Lily 
Peace – 1st Place

Leadership Contest: Prepared 
Speech – Truman Trower – 1st 
Place; Quiz Bowl – Jozzalynn Duke, 
Matthew Harris, Connor Offut, 
Armonie Randolph, Collin Simental-
Brummett, Camden Winterstein– 
1st Place; Quiz Bowl – Hannah 
Crossland, Chance Eastman, Emily 
Espe, Isaiah Fajardo, Ella Mathis, 
Joseph White II– 2nd Place; Pin 
Design – Brianna Mote – 2nd Place; 
T-Shirt Design – Mya Uptegrove – 1st 
Place

DECA (Distributive Education Clubs of America, Incorporated) medalists at the SkillsUSA District competition from the 
Waynesville Career Center are:  Anna Bartosh, Business Services Marketing – 1st Place; Elizabeth Betts, Food Marketing 
Series – 3rd Place; Tyr Britt, Principles of Finance – 1st Place; Lydia Choi, Independent Business Plan – 2nd Place; Maria 
Cichocki, Accounting Applications – 1st Place; Mallory Echelberry, Hotel and Lodging Management – 3rd Place; Nason 
Emerson, Business Services Marketing – 3rd Place; Anthony Esguerra, Food Marketing Series – 2nd Place; Tyrese 
Foster, Entrepreneurship Team Decision – 1st Place; Brielle Garcia, Principles of Hospitality and Tourism – 2nd Place; 
Emmarae Hahn, Independent Business Plan – 1st Place; Chris Johnson, Sports and Entertainment Marketing – 1st 
Place; Diana Maldonado, Hospitality & Tourism Operations Research – 1st Place; Sara Pollman, Hospitality & Tourism 
Professional Selling – 1st Place; Alyssa Rees, Quick Serve Restaurant Management – 2nd Place; Cole Reilly, Integrated 
Marketing Campaign – 2nd Place; Jason Roberts, Entrepreneurship Team Decision – 1st Place; Jordan Ruffin, Principles 
of Marketing – 1st Place; Alana Thompson, Human Resources Management – 3rd Place. 



PIE Partners from 2-10 Infantry Battalion celebrated 
the kick off for Read Across America by reading to 
students at Partridge Elementary. They spent some 
time reading classic children’s books to Angela 
Sinclair’s kindergarten class. Below, PIE Partners 
(Partners in Education) from 2-10 Infantry Battalion 
also came out to play a good game of kickball with 
Shelby Blumenthal’s 5th grade class at Partridge 
Elementary. They enjoyed the good weather and 
were able to celebrate with this class for all their 
hard work in meeting grade level expectations. 

Partridge PIE partners 
read and play kickball 



On March 4 and 5, 2022, the Waynesville Tiger Drill 
Team traveled to the Blue Springs South Invitational Drill 
Competition, where the team finished 2nd overall in the 
Armed Drill Division from a field of more than 25 teams from 
Missouri, Kansas, Illinois, Oklahoma and Nebraska.  

Event results are as follows:
- 1st Place Armed Regulation
- 3rd Place Armed Exhibition 
- 5th Place Armed Color Guard
This was the last drill competition of the year, so the team 

also recognized its graduating seniors who led the teams over 
the last four years: Roberto Arzabala, Niamh Gallagher, Justin 
Emmett, Gabrielle Russell, Battalion Commander Haven 
Royal, Samantha Simental, Drill Team Commander Audrey 
Steele, and J’Len Sterling. Kiera Reigle was recognized as the 
2021-22 Drill Team MVP for being the hardest working and 
most dedicated member of the team. 

JROTC Armed Regulation Team takes 1st 
and Armed Drill Team finishes in 2nd place



Wood Elementary students cheered the Wood Special 
Olympians young athletes on as they returned back from the 
Special Olympics on March 4, 2022.

Camden Ramsey, a Wood Elementary kindergarten 
student said, “Cheering them on was special.”

Left, Wood Elementary’s Special Olympians took 3rd place 
From left to right: Arianna Asemota, Emmanuel Pizarro, 
Unified Players Ambrelle Martin and Anna-Leslie J., 
Preston Post and Zephaniah Hill.

Alexander Valdes, a Wood Elementary fourth grader, 
“When the kids came in, they looked really happy because 
we were cheering them on. It felt good to be celebrating 
their accomplishments.”

Wood Elementary cheers on Special Olympians

Students at Thayer Elementary studied and 
celebrated careers on March 7-10, 2022, 
as part of the school’s college and career 
readiness activities. On Wednesday, March 9, 
students were invited to dress to represent 
their future careers.  In addition to scientists, 
artists, soldiers and doctors, one student 
even dressed up as a principal. She took 
Thayer Elementary Principal Robyn Justice’s 
role during the morning announcements. 

Thayer Elementary students celebrate careers 



Waynesville Middle School was well 
represented at the Music Festival at Central 
Methodist University on Friday, March 4, 2022. 
Overall WMS students achieved 10 exemplary 
scores (1st), 4 outstanding scores (2nd), and 4 
satisfactory scores (3rd).

All judges had great feedback and compliments 
on each performance.

The percussion students took seven of the day’s 
exemplary ratings, as well as a few outstanding 
and satisfactory ratings.

“This year, we have been pulling these kids out 
every day and having a separate percussion class 
while band happens,” said Nathan Gargus. “This 
means they participate in all of the normal band 
events, as well as the new percussion events.”

The middle school band is directed by Andrew 
Tiefenbrunn and Nathan Gargus.

Waynesville Middle School students participated at the Music Festival at Central Methodist University. 

The Waynesville High School Wind Ensemble performed at the MSHSAA 
Large Group State Music Festival on Tuesday, March 8, 2022, at 
Camdenton. Both the Wind Ensemble and Concert Band earned exemplary 
ratings, which is the top rating a band can achieve.

The Waynesville High School 
Chamber Choir and the Waynesville 
Middle School Advanced Choir received 
exemplary ratings for their success at the 
Central Methodist University Music Fest 
on March 4, 2022.

The exemplary rating is the top rating 
a choir can receive. Some of the judges’ 
comments were: “This is the best choir 
we heard all day!” “Lovely musical 
performance overall today. Thank you.”

The WMS Advanced Choir is directed 
by Dustin Griffin, and the WHS Choir is 
directed by Cydnee Gilmore.

WHS and WMS 
Choirs receive 
exemplary rating

Middle School brings homes 10 exemplary ratings

The WMS percussion students are left to right, front row, Klaus Gillette, 
Braden Hays, Luke Pollman, Michael Soliz and left to right, back row: Kalvin 
Wray, Cadence Fox, Nicolas Medina, Nidhi Patel, Ellyia Bagby, Mason 
Hilburgh, Caleb Lewis and Lucas De La Pena.



Through our partnership with MRPC, we are sharing the following: 
The Missouri Regional Planning Commission in conjunction with 

the Missouri Broadband Resource Rail is conducting a study of the 
broadband internet service in our region. The commission is asking 
residents to test their internet speed at their homes to help determine 
what areas in our community are underserved or do not have access to 
internet at all. 

The flyer below explains the details and the link to the website 
is https://mobroadband.org/speed-test-2/.  To participate in the test, 
click on the big “go” button on the left side then put in your location 
information and click submit.

For more information, please call the Missouri Regional Planning 
Commission at 573-265-2993.  

MRPC NEEDS Help!  
TELL US ABOUT YOUR

Broadband Internet 
The Meramec Regional Planning Commission 
(MRPC) is working to identify areas in rural 
communities that struggle to connect to 
reliable, high-speed internet. 

To accurately identify these areas, we are 
asking residents take a few minutes to please 
visit www.mobroadband.org/speed-test-2/
and take a quick internet speed test to help 
us determine what areas in our community 
are underserved, or do not have access to 
internet at all. 

If you do not have access to internet, but can 
use a cell phone, school, library, or work 
computer, please visit the speed test website, 
enter your address and click “there is no 
internet service at  this location” to add your 
location to the unserved area list. 

Please note: This test is not meant to assess cellular data 
and may only provide accurate data when connected to Wi-Fi or ethernet cable.

This test is not meant for cellular data. 

PARENTS, students, & staff:

Meramec Regional Planning Commission
4 Industrial Drive, St. James, MO
www.meramecregion.org

MRPC asks community 
to complete broadband 
internet service study

Armonie 
Randolph and 
Khloe Noll 
have been 
named the 
Waynesville 
Career Center’s 
Students of 
the Month for 
February 2022.

Armonie 
Randolph, a 
Waynesville 
High School senior in Video Production II, 
is known for her excellent work ethic and 
strong interpersonal skills. Her nominator 
said, “At our live broadcasts, Armonie is 
always the first one to volunteer to run the 
floor camera. This is a court or field-level 
handheld camera used to capture unique 
angles that no other camera can capture. 
It is also a difficult job to perform that 
requires attentiveness and very strong shot 
composition skills. Armonie does outstanding 
work and I know I can always rely on her 
to capture great shots throughout the game. 
In class, Armonie is positive and kind to all 
of her classmates. She can get anyone to 
smile or laugh and is a great classmate to 
work with.” Randolph also competes in the 
digital cinema production technical contest 
at SkillsUSA and is also a member of the 
SkillsUSA Quiz Bowl team.

Khloe Noll is a first-year junior from Iberia 
High School in the Commercial Printing 
Class at the WCC. Her nominator said, 
“Khloe comes to 
class every day 
with a smile on 
her face and is the 
first one up out of 
her chair to start 
a new project or 
continue to work 
on anything. She 
is a pleasure to 
have in class and is 
very deserving of 
the Student of the 
Month honor.”

Randolph, Noll 
named WCC 
Students of the 
Month

https://mobroadband.org/speed-test-2/

